FAQs on Challenge Grant Scoring and Review
Public FAQs:
ARRA provided NIH the ability to create the Challenge Grant, a funding opportunity that would support research on topic areas which address specific scientific and health research challenges that would benefit from a significant 2-year jumpstart of funds.  The Challenge Grant program was designed as a onetime only request for applications. NIH received an unprecedented response from the scientific community, making funding for this opportunity extremely competitive. Due to the uniqueness of the Challenge Grants, percentiles for these applications cannot be compared to percentiles from previous review rounds of other grant mechanisms.

My application was Not Discussed.  What does that mean?
For Stage 1 of the review process, Challenge Grant applications were sent to reviewers by mail.  These reviewers provided criterion scores and written critiques of the specific science.  

For Stage 2 of the peer review process, a panel of reviewers provided preliminary impact scores that determined the order of review for discussion.  Stage 2 reviewers then met in face-to-face panel discussions and provided final overall impact scores. These impact scores form the basis upon which percentiles were calculated.  

The review panels discussed applications with the highest preliminary impact scores.  Applications that were not discussed will receive criterion scores and critiques, but  will not receive numerical overall impact/priority scores.  During the Stage 2 meeting, all reviewers could request that any application be discussed, regardless of preliminary scores. 

My application received a score. How do I interpret my score/percentile?
NIH converts the overall impact/priority score into a percentile. A typical percentile provides a historical ranking of an application relative to the other applications reviewed by the same study section study section across all types of grant programs. Percentiles are distributed along a 100 percentile range. 

Because of the one-time nature of the Challenge Grant program, percentiles were assigned using final overall impact/priority scores against other Challenge Grant applications within each individual study section meeting.  

Decisions on final overall impact/priority scores were made by a panel of scientists with broad expertise across a range of disciplines. 

My scores and percentiles seem low but I am not funded.  Yet colleagues with the same scores or percentiles received funding.  Why?  
Score is only one factor that NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs) use to make funding decisions. In addition to the scientific merit of the proposed project as determined by peer review, NIH also considers availability of funds and relevance of the proposed project to program priorities. 

When can I expect an award decision?
Most award decisions for Challenge Grants will be made by September 30, 2009.  The exception is for Challenge Grant applications involving human embryonic stem cells. Those applications will be reviewed in fall of 2009 and awarded in spring of 2010.   

When will summary statements be made available?
Summary statements for the Challenge Grant applications should all be available by August 3, 2009. 

Staff FAQs: 

Where can I find the score and percentile distribution for a particular study section?

All available scores and percentiles should currently be accessible via QVR.

